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Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 37-45 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 37-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maniwa 
(U.S: patent 5,764,866) in view of Tomida et al (U.S. patent 5,923,439) 

Regarding claim 37 Maniwa discloses: An image processing apparatus (please 
note Fig.1 item #4) connectable to an external device (Fig.1 item # 3) that can transmit 
printing data and connectable (please note Fig.1 where the host 3, processing 
apparatus 4, and scanner 14 are connected together) to an original-reading unit (Fig.1, 
item 14) which generates image data by reading an original image (please note Fig.1, 
column 7 lines 34-41) said image processing apparatus being operable with an image 
forming unit (Fig.1 item 15 the print engine) which forms an image on a sheet (please 
note column 7 lines 6-12) said image processing apparatus comprising: an engine 
controller adapted to control the image forming unit based on image data (please note 
Fig.1 items 15 and 19 the print engine and controller respectively, column 6 lines 43-54) 

a printer controller (Fig.1 item 20) adapted to receive printing data from the 
external device (Fig.1 item 3) and to transmit image data corresponding to the printing 
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data to said engine controller (please note Fig.1 item 20 where the controller controls 
the printing unit which receive image data, column 8 lines 9-14) 

a reader controller (note Fig.1 item 14) adapted to receive image data generated 
by the original-reading unit (note Fig.1 item and to transmit the image data to said 
engine controller (please note Fig.1 items 21 and 20, column 7 lines 64-67 and column 
8 lines 1-16) However Maniwa does not disclose: a transmitting unit adapted to transmit 
a state signal indicating a condition of the image forming unit to at least one of said 
printer controller and said reader controller; and a selecting unit adapted to select 
whether said transmitting unit transmits the state signal to said printer controller or to 
said reader controller in accordance with a content of the state signal .On the other 
hand Tomida et al discloses: a transmitting unit (note item 21 and 29 in combination) 
adapted to transmit a state signal indicating a condition of the image forming unit to at 
least one of said printer controller and said reader controller (note Fig.1 items 21 in 
combination with item 29 and flags. F &G, column 5 lines 36-49 where the flags on 
device 29 of Fig.2 the EEPROM determine the state of the printer by setting the flag 
number to 1 or 0 indicating the busyness or readiness of the printer) and a selecting unit 
adapted to_select whether said transmitting unit transmits the state signal to said printer, 
controller or to said reader controller in accordance with a content of the state singal 
(note column 7 lines 1-8 where the cpu acts as the selecting unit to determine whether 
the flag f should be up or not to sent signal to the print ). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time of the invention to modify Maniwa's 
invention according to the teaching of Tomida et al , where Tomida et al teaches the 
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way the communication Signals would be send through the use of cpu 12 and flags in 
EEPROM 29 for the purpose of determining the state of the printer. 

Regarding claim 38 Tomida et al disclose: The apparatus according to claim 37, 
wherein said selecting unit (note Fig.2 item 21 the processor acting as the selecting 
unit) selects whether said transmitting unit transmits the state signal to said printer 
controller or said reader controller in accordance with which of the printer controller and 
the reader controller is transmitting image data to said engine controller (please note 
Fig.2 item 29 and 21 acting in combination to transmit signals to the printer). 

Regarding claim 39 Tomida et al disclose: The apparatus according to claim 37, 
wherein the condition indicated by the state signal is a change in a state of the image 
forming unit (please note Fig.2 item 21 and 29 where the signals and transmitting data 
is determined based on the flag situations and cup transmitting it). 

Regarding claim 40 and 43 Maniwa discloses: A controller for an image forming 
apparatus (Fig.1 item 4) connectable to an external device (please note Fig.1 item 3) 
and connectable to an original-reading device unit (please note Fig.1 item 14) which 
generates image data by reading an original image (please note Fig.1, column 5 lines 
47-56) the image forming apparatus being operable with an image forming unit for 
forming an image on a sheet wherein the image forming apparatus comprises (please 
note column 7 lines 34-40) a printer controller adapted to receive printing data from the 
external device and to transmit image data corresponding to the print data (please note 
column 8 lines 6-12) and an engine controller adapted to control the image forming unit 
said controller comprising: a first reception unit adapted to receive the (please note 
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Fig.1 item 21 ) image data generated by the original-reading unit (please note column 7 
lines 63-67) a second reception unit adapted to receive the (Fig.1 item 24) image data 
transmitted by the printer controller (please note Fig.1 items 21 and 24 where the 
image data received by the device 21 is transmitted to the receiving device memory 24, 
column 7 lines 64-67 and column 8 line 1). However Maniwa does not quite disclose: 
a first selection means adapted to select one of the image data received by said first 
reception unit and the image data received by said second reception unit and to 
transmit the selected image data to the engine controller; and a transmitting unit 
adapted to transmit for selectively transmitting a state signal indicating a condition of the 
image forming unit to at least one of a processor, which controls the original-reading 
unit and the printer controller,. And a second selecting unit adapted to select whether 
said transmitting unit transmits the state signal to processor or to the print controller in 
accordance with a content of the state signal. On the other hand Kodama discloses: 
a first selection means (please note Fig.2 item 21 the processor which acts as a 
selection means) adapted to select one of the image data received by said first 
reception unit and the image data received by said second reception unit and to 
transmit the selected image data to the engine controller (note Fig.2 and receiving data 
by the EEPRAM) and a transmitting unit adapted to transmit for selectively transmitting 
a state signal indicating a condition of the image forming unit to at least one of a 
processor, which controls the original-reading unit and the printer controller (note Fig.1 
items 21 in combination with item 29 and flags. F &G, column 5 lines 36-49 where the 
flags on device 29 of Fig.2 the EEPROM determine the state of the printer by setting the 
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flag number to 1 or 0 indicating the busyness or readiness of the printer). And a second 
selecting unit adapted to select whether said transmitting unit transmits the state signal 
to processor or to the print controller in accordance with a content of the state signal 
singal (note column 7 lines 1-8 where the cpu acts as the selecting unit to determine 
whether the flag f should be up or not to sent signal to the print). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in art at the time of the invention to 
modify Maniwa's invention according to the teaching of Tomida et al, where Tomida et 
al teaches the way the communication Signals would be send through the use of cpu 12 
and flags in EEPROM 29 for the purpose of determining the state of the printer. 

Regarding claim 41 Tomida et al disclose: The controller according to claim 
40, wherein said second selecting (note Fig.2 item 21 the processor acting as the 
selecting unit) unit selects whether said transmitting unit transmits the state signal to the 
processor or the printer controller also in accordance with a source of the selected 
image data selected by said first selecting unit (please note Fig.2 item 29 and 21 acting 
in combination to transmit signals to the printer). 

Regarding claim 42 Tumid et al disclose: The controller according to claim 40, 
wherein the condition indicated by the state signal [indicates that there] is a change in a 
state of the image forming device (please note Fig.2 item 21 and 29 where the signals 
and transmitting data is determined based on the flag situations and cup transmitting it). 

Regarding claim 44 Tomida et al disclose: The method according to claim 43, 
wherein said second selecting step (note Fig.2 item 21 the processor acting as the 
selecting unit) selects whether the state signal is transmitted to the processor or to the 
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printer controller in accordance with a source of the selected image data in said first 
selecting step (please note Fig.2 item 29 and 21 acting in combination to transmit 
signals to the printer). 

Regarding claim 45 Tomida et al disclose: The method according to claim 43, 
wherein the condition indicated by the state signal is a change in a state of the image 
forming device (please note Fig.2 item 21 and 29 where the signals and transmitting 
data is determined based on the flag situations and cup transmitting it). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 58-60 and 73-74 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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